The MHA Georgia wants you to know:

Amendment: A change or addition to a bill or motion; must be germane to the subject of the bill or motion.

Author: Legislator who introduces a bill; chief author has primary responsibility for the passage of a bill which may have many coauthors; sometimes called sponsors.

Bill: The forming which a proposal to create, change, or abolish a law is introduced into the Legislature.

Calendar: Bills and/or other items of legislative business listed which will be presented in the chamber. The body of the House or Senate considers bills. 

Caucus: Legislators who belong to the same political party and are organized to impact legislative actions.

Chamber: Place in the Capitol in which legislators meet to consider legislation and/or conduct other business.

Committee: A group of legislators, appointed by the leadership, that considers and makes recommendations on bills that have been referred to it.  The Senate and House each have their own committees.  

Committee of the Whole: Senate or House acting as a single committee.  When either body meets as a Committee of the Whole, debate is informal and actions are preliminary.

First Reading:  The formal introduction of the bill.  Clerk of the legislative body “reads in” the bill; usually the reading of the bill’s title is all that is necessary.  Following the first reading the bill is assigned to the appropriate committee.

Floor: Area in chamber where legislators sit and from which they speak.

Gallery:  Area reserved for the public to observe the chamber.

General Orders: A list of the bills scheduled to be heard by the Committee of the Whole.

Hearing:  Committee meeting in which points of view on a bill are presented and votes are taken.

Journal:  Official record of the actions taken by the Legislature.  Each body has its own journal. A copy of the journal is available the day following the proceedings.

Majority Leader:  Legislator selected by the Majority Caucus to direct caucus strategy on the floor: leads the caucus.

Motion: A proposal made formally to a committee or to the full Senate or House.  Bills and other legislative business are moved through the Legislature by motions.

Quorum: Established by rule, it is the number of legislators that must be present to conduct business; generally, a majority.

Rule:  Adopted by the Legislature, rules regulate the process and actions of the Legislature in a prescribed way.

Second Reading:  Following committee action, a committee report is presented to the legislative body and, following acceptance of the report, the bill receives its second reading. Next step: the bill is places on General Orders.

Sine Die:  Final adjournment of the Legislature.

Third Reading:  Reading of the bill before the legislative body votes on final passage.

Veto: The Governor can choose to say NO (veto) a Bill or Resolution.   To override a veto, two-thirds majority of the entire Legislature is necessary for passage.

